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Schedule At A Glance

S U N D A Y ,  J U L Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

M O N D A Y ,  J U L Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6

T U E S D A Y ,  J U L Y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 6

W E D N E S D A Y ,  J U L Y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 6

R E G I S T R A T I O N V E N D O R S

S u n d a y  1 2 : 0 0 P M  -  4 : 0 0 P M
M o n - W e d  9 : 0 0 A M  -  5 : 0 0 P M

S u n d a y  2 : 0 0 P M  -  6 : 0 0 P M
M o n - W e d  9 : 0 0 A M  -  5 : 0 0 P M

T I M E S  S U B J E C T  T O  C H A N G E

8:00AM & 11:00AM - PNBC Leadership Preaching
Local Church Services

12:00PM - Registration Opens
3:00PM - Laymen Service

6:00PM - 65  Anniversary Galath

9:00PM - Game Night (Youth)
9:30PM - Late Night Event

8:00AM - Board Meeting
10:00AM - Ministry Leaders Wkshp

10:30AM - Couples in Ministry
Singles in Ministry

11:00AM - Pew and the Porch Podcast
11:00AM - Mental Health Wkshp

12:00PM - Continuous Evangelism

1:00PM - Congress Classes
5:30PM - Evangelism & Mission
6:00PM - Meet & Greet (Youth)

7:30PM - Musical Concert
9:00PM - Teen Breakout

9:30PM - Late Night Preaching

7:00AM - Congress Classes
8:00AM - Pastors & Ministers Division

10:00AM - Opening Plenary
11:00AM - College Tour (Youth)
12:30PM - Women’s Luncheon

2:30PM - Pastors & Ministers
2:30PM - Department Meetings

5:30PM - Regional Caucuses
7:30PM - Youth Night

9:30PM - Late Nite Service

7:00AM - Congress Classes
7:30AM - New Pastors & Chaplains

8:00AM - Pastors & Ministers Division
10:00AM - Plenary Session

12:00PM - Gardner C. Taylor Hour
12:00PM - Youth Outing

1:30PM - Pastors & Ministers Division
2:00PM - Department Meetings

3:30PM - Social Justice Town Hall
7:30PM - President’s Night
9:30PM - Youth Glow Up
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Vendor Directory

A n n ’ s  C r e a t i v e  H a n d s
B e a u t i f u l l y  C h a s t e ,  L L C

B S K  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y
C a l l  M e  M s .  R o y a l t y

D C ’ s  H e r b  G a r d e n
D M V  T o e  L a d y

F o r e v e r ’ s  T r e a s u r e s
G i v e l i f y

G o d ’ s  C o v e n a n t  C h r i s t i a n  M i n i s t r i e s
H e l e n  S t u b b s

I t e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
J a n i e ’ s  E m p o r i u m

J u d s o n  P r e s s
K e n e c h i  F a s h i o n s

L i o n h e a r t e d  C r e a t i o n
M i h r e t  E t h n i c  J e w e l r y

N u r i l e n s  E y e w e a r
R a f a h  a n d  L a b
R i c k  C r a w f o r d

S i m p l y  M a r v e l o u s  L L C
T a b e r n a c l e  B a p t i s t

T h e  C h a r l o t t e  P e a r l  C o m p a n y
T h e  E l e g a n t  E l e p h a n t

U r b a n  M i n i s t r i e s
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e 4

S u n d a y  2 : 0 0 P M  -  6 : 0 0 P M                   M o n - W e d  9 : 0 0 A M  -  5 : 0 0 P M



Room Assignments

5



Room Assignments

6



Room Assignments

7



Room Assignments

8



9



Greetings to our PNBC Family. 

We are so excited to welcome everyone to the 65th Annual Session of Progressive
National Baptist Convention. There is no better place to convene than here in
Washington DC, the city where our Headquarters is. Our members have travelled all
over the country and parts of the world to be apart of this power packed session. 

We want to thank Dr Teal, and Dr Ivy, and the DC and Vicinity Pastors and Churches
for being our Host. So much hard work and planning have gone into making this one of
the best sessions ever. We pray you enjoy this week and return home informed and
inspired. 

We want to thank Vice President Byrd, 2nd Vice President Thompson, our General
Secretary Bowen, and the entire Executive Board and Staff  for your prayers, work, and
support. Thank you to our Assistant Lady Adams, our Program Chairs, Dr and Lady
Jeffrey Smith and Bro Ernest Coverson for your unwavering commitment and
leadership and support. We thank attorney Barnes, Dr Kip Banks, Dr Lawrence Foster,
and Dr Andrew Hunt for your service to this our beloved convention. 

We are excited for the Next President, Dr Byrd and Lady Byrd, and the Zion church
Family for what God is about to do through them. PNBC, the best is still yet to come. 

Lady Peoples and I would like to thank our Family, Imani Church Family, fellow
Kentuckians, and the Entire PNBC Family for allowing us to serve. This has been a
tremendous honor to serve and represent you these 12 years and almost 5 years as
President and First Lady. We thank God for using us for His Glory. 

As we transition to pass the gavel, we reflect on how far we as a PNBC denomination
have come. WE leave this ship better than we found her. We will continue to pray and
support this Convention. 

We love you PNBC. To God Be The Glory.

Because of Calvary,

Rev. Dr. David R. Peoples
President

Lady Margaret Peoples

10



To my beloved PNBC,

I greet you with the joy of the Lord! It is so wonderful to welcome each of you to the
nation's capitol and my hometown, Washington, D.C. It is no coincidence that we are
convening in the most powerful city in the world as Progressive Baptists to address the
challenges facing our people. This is exactly where we need to be, front and center,
speaking truth to power while bringing hope to those who have been left out far too
long. President Peoples and the headquarters staff  have worked tirelessly to make this
week impactful for all in attendance. There will be powerful preaching, mesmerizing
music, intensive engagement, and fabulous fellowship for all. In addition to the other
planned activities at the Omni Shoreham, there will be advocacy on Capitol Hill as well
as an opportunity to visit PNBC headquarters located in Northeast Washington, D.C. I
pray that each of you will take full advantage of the offerings this week and take
information back home to empower your churches and communities. I hope to have
opportunity to share with each of you this week as we grow and go together.

Special thanks to President Rodney Teal and the Baptist Convention of the District of
Columbia and Vicinity for hosting the 65th Annual Session of the Progressive National
Baptist Convention. I also acknowledge General Secretary Bowen and the entire
headquarters staff  for their collective efforts to make this week come together.

Finally, I want to thank each of you for the opportunity to have served as both Second
and First Vice President for these past eight years. It has been an honor to serve this
great denomination under the leadership of Dr. Timothy Stewart and Dr. David
Peoples. I have also had the pleasure of serving alongside Dr. Jacquline Thompson as
we worked together to hold up the arms of President Peoples and the ideals of our
Progressive work. Now, I look forward to the future of our Progressive cause. In this
season we must go higher and further, building on the foundation that has been laid
before us. It is my hope to have the privilege of serving as the 23rd President of the
Progressive National Baptist Convention and to establish our Prophetic Witness on even
higher ground. Together, we can continue the great legacy that we have inherited and
write a new chapter in the Progressive Story that others may know of our faithfulness to
the Progressive cause. To this end, I commit myself  to you again, standing on the
shoulders of those who have come before and forging a head for the cause of Christ and
the liberation of our people.

Still proud to be Progressive,

Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr.

Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr.
First Vice President
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To the Esteemed Delegates, Officers, Members, and Friends of the Progressive National
Baptist Convention, Inc.:

Grace and peace be unto you in the matchless name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ!  I am delighted to bring greetings to you as we gather in the nation's capital for
the 65th Annual Session and Anniversary Celebration of the Progressive National
Baptist Convention, Inc. Our God is a Sustainer!  We gather under the theme "It's Time
to Evaluate" declared by our President. Evaluation is more than measuring
accomplishments; it is a sacred call to reflect upon and celebrate God's faithfulness. For
sixty-five years, the Lord has guided PNBC through seasons of challenge and triumph,
raising leaders, strengthening churches, transforming communities, and advancing the
Kingdom of God. As our founder, Dr. L. Venchael Booth, wisely reminded us, "It was
never greatness that accomplished anything. It was always God's grace." 

I extend heartfelt appreciation to our President, Rev. Dr. David R. Peoples and Lady
Margaret Peoples, whose leadership, vision, and steadfast commitment have helped
guide PNBC during a pivotal season in our history. Together, they have helped position
our convention for continued impact in the years ahead. 

We gather at a consequential moment in the life of our Convention and our nation.
Over the past year, our communities have faced significant social, political, economic,
and moral challenges. Yet the witness of PNBC has always been strongest when the
times demanded courage, conviction, and clarity. This curated session provides us with
the opportunity to deliberate and decide how we will engage these challenges. Special
thanks to our new General Secretary, Reverend Thomas Bowen, the Executive Board,
Host Committee and headquarters staff, for their tireless effort to ensure our time
together is strengthening and impactful.

In closing, I have been humbled by the privilege you have afforded me to serve as
Second Vice-President alongside President Peoples and First Vice-President, Dr. Keith
W. Bryd, Sr. Your encouragement and support along the way has deepened my love for
PNBC and my commitment to our collective future.  With your blessing and God's
favor, I hope to continue making meaningful contributions to this future of this great
Convention in partnership and through service as First Vice President. I solicit your
prayers.  May God bless you this week as we evaluate our past, celebrate our present and
move confidently toward the future!

By Grace,

Dr. Jacqueline A. Thompson
Dr. Jacqueline A. Thompson
Second Vice-President 
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Greetings PNBC Family and Friends,

Welcome to Washington, DC, our nation’s capital and future 51st state, for the 65th
Annual Session of the ProgressiveNational Baptist Convention, Inc.

It is both an honor and a joy to welcome you to the nation’s capital as we gather under
the timely theme, “It’s Time to Evaluate.” As we come together for worship, prophetic
preaching, fellowship, learning, and vision casting, I pray this Annual Session will renew
our spirits and strengthen our collective commitment to the work God has called us to
do in this critical hour.

In many ways, Washington, DC is holy ground for our Convention and for the ongoing
struggle for justice and freedom in America. It is home to our national headquarters, the
site of historic marches and movements, the home of the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial, and the National Museum of African American History and Culture, sacred
reminders of both how far we have come and how much work remains before us.
At a time when voting rights remain under attack, when truth is too often distorted,
when many communities are struggling beneath the weight of inequality and
uncertainty, and when some within the Christian faith have lost their way, the witness
and moral voice of the Church are needed now more than ever. The Progressive
National Baptist Convention must continue to be a strong, prophetic, and
compassionate voice in this nation and throughout the world. 

This Annual Session is also especially meaningful to me personally, as it marks my first
Annual Session serving as General Secretary of our beloved Convention. I am deeply
grateful for the opportunity to have been tapped by our President, Rev. Dr. David R.
Peoples, to serve you as he says, “For such a time as this.” I look forward to laboring
alongside our next president, officers, pastors, churches, and faithful members across
this Convention as together we continue advancing the prophetic legacy and mission of
PNBC.

Thank you for being here. Thank you for your faithfulness. And thank you for helping
carry forward the work of justice, hope,and beloved community.

May God richly bless our time together in Washington, DC. 

Blessings,

Rev. Thomas L. Bowen

Rev. Thomas L. Bowen General Secretary
General Secretary
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History of PNBC

The Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc. (PNBC) started as a movement which reflected
the religious, social and political climate of its time. Its mission was to transform the traditional
African American Baptist Convention as well as society. The formation of the convention was
wrapped up in the Civil Rights movement and was begun by some of the same persons who were
deeply involved in the freedom movement for African Americans in the United States. The need
for a convention which would embrace tenure of office and leadership was a shared need among a
cross section of Baptists.

From a religious perspective, churches from across the United States were suffering from an
identity crisis fostered by racism, and conservative political policies and practices that supported
segregation and U.S. apartheid. Theologians, seminary students and religious leaders were now
openly questioning theological constructs and historical assumptions that were the basis for
doctrinal practices that supported two societies in America: one White and the other Black.
From a sociological perspective, the United States during the 60s was undergoing a massive social
transformation. Movements of freedom and justice led by clergy and churchpersons throughout
the United States began to spring up at every level and strata in society. African Americans who
at one time accepted the status quo were now propelled into a whirlwind of change from those
systems and structures that oppressed them. No structure was sacrosanct. Every African
American institution was looked at with a critical eye. The institutional church was no exception.
In a response to a letter sent out by the Rev. L. Venchael Booth, 33 delegates from 14 states met
on November 14-15, 1961, at his church, the Zion Baptist Church in Cincinnati, Ohio. Rev. J.
Raymond Henderson, pastor of Second Baptist Church of Los Angeles, California, presided over
the meeting. As a result of this two-day intensive organizational meeting, the Progressive National
Baptist Convention, Inc. was formed.

As a result of the 1961 founding meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, Rev. T. M. Chambers was elected as
its first President. Leadership from across the United States joined the Progressive Baptist family
and spawned the Progressive National Baptist Movement. Issues of freedom, civil and human
rights, and progressive ideas became the cornerstone for the convention. The PNBC became a
new Christian movement which included an array of social and political concerns embodied in its
founding principles of Fellowship, Progress, Service and Peace.

The PNBC movement supported Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s struggle for freedom for African
Americans. It was the PNBC that provided a denominational home for Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and many of the Baptist leaders in the Civil Rights Movement. They all became important
forces in the life and work of the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.

continued...
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History of PNBC

As a result of this involvement from members of the Civil Rights Movement, the centerpiece of
the PNBC witness became one of social justice and human liberation as a mandate of the Gospel.
In essence, the PNBC became a living African American Christian organism, vibrant with energy
and committed to the social gospel for the transformation of U.S. society. From its very
beginning, distinctive characteristics emerged that separated it from other African American
Baptist Conventions: 1) Tenure in office, 2) a unified giving program and 3) kingdom priorities.
The PNBC has grown from 33 members at its founding meeting to over 2.5 million members, (1.5
million in the United States and over one million around the globe). The PNBC is now organized
into five regions. The regions include the Southern Region, the Southwest Region, the Eastern
Region, the Midwest Region and the International Region. These regions meet once a year to
carry out the programs of the Progressive National Baptist Convention.

Civil Rights Advocacy and Activism
In no area is the stewardship of the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc., more radiant
than in the struggle for civil rights and human rights. The Convention was organized at the height
of the Civil Rights Movement and the career of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The
Progressive National Baptist Convention was formed to give full voice, sterling leadership and
active support to the American and world fight for human freedom. The convention was the
convention-denominational home and platform for the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who addressed every annual session of the Convention until his death in 1968. In his valedictory
of that year, President Gardner C. Taylor said, "As we remember Dr. Martin King's trials and
triumphs, we remember our part in them. Progressive Baptists may take justifiable pride in the
unassailable fact which must now forever be true, that when he had no spiritual (denominational)
home among Black Baptists, cast out from the house of his Fathers, Progressive Baptist gave him
a Black Baptist (denominational) residence. You provided him with an address in the community
of Black Baptists. Let angels record that truth and let succeeding generations bring their gratitude
to your tent door."

New generations of Progressive Baptists are continuing the struggle for full voter registration,
education and participation, affirmative action against all forms of racism and bigotry, Black
economic empowerment and development, equal educational opportunity, freedom of religion by
the restraint of all Governmental authority and dictation in matters of faith, conscience and the
church, the abolition of South African apartheid and the realization of universal human rights
and total human liberation. At all annual and adjourned sessions there is scheduled a huge and
impressive civil rights celebration, featuring a National civil rights leader to inform the
constituents of the Convention of current issues and challenges, inspire them to continue and
increase their participation in the struggle and garner fresh human and financial resources to
advance the cause of full and total human rights.
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PNBC President’s Hall

Rev. L. Venechael Booth
5th President
1972 - 1974

Rev. Dr. Ralph Canty
9th President
1980 - 1982

Rev. T.M. Chambers
1st President
1961 - 1966

Rev. Dr. Emory Searcy
3rd President
1969 - 1970

Rev. Dr. Gardner C. Taylor
2nd President
1966 - 1969

Rev. Dr. E.L. Harrison
4th President

1970

Rev. Dr. William A. Jones, Jr.
8th President
1978 - 1980

Rev. Dr. Nelson Smith
6th President
1974 - 1976

Rev. Dr. Thomas Kilgore
7th President
1976 - 1978

Rev. Dr. Marshall Shephard
11th President
1985 - 1986

Rev. Dr. Charles W. Butler 
10th President

1982 - 1984

Rev. Dr. J. Alfred Smith, Sr.
12th President

1986 - 1988
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PNBC President’s Hall

Rev. Dr. Charles G. Adams
14th President

1990 - 1994

Bishop Carroll Baltimore
19th President

2010 - 2014

Rev. Bennett Walker Smith
15th President

1994 - 1998

Rev. Dr. C. Mackey Daniels
16th President

1998 - 2002

Rev. Dr. Major L. Jemison
17th President

2002 - 2006

Rev. Dr. Fred C. Lofton
13th President

1988 - 1990

Rev. Dr. T. Dewitt Smith
18th President

2006 - 2010

Rev. Dr. James Perkins
20th President

2014 - 2018

Rev. Dr. Timothy Stewart
21st President

2018 - 2021

Rev. Dr. David R. Peoples
22nd President
2021 - Present
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Congress Commencement

Wednesday | July 22, 2026
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Health Department

Tuesday | July 21, 2026
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Health Department

Wednesday | July 22, 2026
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department

Greetings Brethren:

Welcome to our 65  Annual Session of the Progressive
National Convention, Inc. and the 64  Session of the
Laymen’s Department, we are looking forward to additional
successes as we gather in the Nation’s Capital.

th

th

Almighty God has been mighty good to us as Laymen as
we have traveled from city to city promoting fellowship,
service, progress and peace. We have been diligent in
spreading the Good News to the needy, the disenfranchised,
the lost and to anyone who does not know Jesus. We have
now arrived in DC more than ready for the assignment.

I want to take this opportunity to thank Deacon Benjamin
F. Johnson (NC) for giving me my start as a Laymen many
years ago as well as those on whose shoulders I now stand.
Never forget from whence you came.

Faithfully serving,

Deacon Melvin L. Smith, Jr.
Vice President-at-Large, PNBC Laymen
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department
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Laymen's Department
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Pastors & Ministers Division
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Pastors & Ministers Division
Rev. Dr. Jamie Eaddy
Rev. Dr. Jamie Eaddy is a womanist pastoral theologian, thanatologist,
chaplain, grief  doula and poet committed to justice-rooted care. Founder of
Thoughtful Transitions, LLC and The Ratchet Grief  Project®, she guides
communities — especially the disenfranchised— to befriend grief  and lament
as sacred, liberating, and generative spiritual practices.

Rev. Dr. Raquel S. Lettsome
The Reverend Raquel St. Clair Lettsome, Ph.D. is the Professor of New
Testament and Womanist Biblical Interpretation at Eden Theological
Seminary (St. Louis, MO). She is also the Founder & President of RSL
Ministries (www.rslministries.com), a 501(c)3 organization, where she
works with faith leaders and lay people to interpret Scripture more
effectively for preaching, teaching, and living. Affectionately known as
"Rev. Raquel," Dr. Lettsome is committed to excellence and loves to help
people move forward in their lives and ministries. 

Rev. Dr. Adolph C. Lacey
The Reverend Dr. Adolphus C. Lacey is pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in
Brooklyn, New York, where his visionary leadership has helped shape a more
just, inclusive, and community-centered ministry. Under his pastorate,
Bethany has expanded its witness through gender-inclusive ministry, the
ordination of its first female minister, the integration of women into the
diaconate, partnership with Pride in the Pews in affirmation of the LGBTQ+
community, and the launch of the T.R.I.U.M.P.H. mental health ministry. A
pastor, theologian, professor, author, and activist, Dr. Lacey is committed to
building congregations and communities that embody faith, compassion, and
courageous public witness.

Dr. Kenneth Ngwa
Kenneth Ngwa is the inaugural Donald Casper Professor of Hebrew Bible
and African Biblical Hermeneutics at Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. Previously the John Fletcher Hurst Professor
of Hebrew Bible at Drew Theological School, Ngwa carries multiple passions
for biblical studies, spiritual growth, whole person health, and flourishing.
Born in Cameroon, Ngwa earned his Master of Divinity in Cameroon (1994),
and his Master of Theology (2000) and PhD from Princeton Theological
Seminary (2004). He is the founding director of the Religion and Global
Health Forum (RGHF) – an organization that examines the intersections of
spirituality, faith, medicine, and health. 
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Pastors & Ministers Division

Rev. Donna Owusu-
Ansah

Rev. Maureen Gerald

Rev. Jeffrey L. Williams
Pastor Jeffery L. Williams was was licensed to preach at the early age of 14,
at the Rock of Ages Baptist Church, Greenville SC. Pastor Williams was
ordained in 2006. Currently Pastor Williams serves as the Pastor ofthe
Golden View Baptist Church in Fountain Inn, SC. Pastor Williams is a
member of the Progressive National Baptist Convention Inc, South Carolina
E&M Baptist Convention, and The Baptist Ministers' Fellowship
ofGreenville &Vicinity. Most of all Pastor Williams is a prolific preacher who
is saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Ghost and fire that is
proclaiming to the world “He who the Son sets free is free indeed. He is
happily married to Lady Monique Barksdale Williams and to this union they
have four sons Noah, Eden, Prince Judah and Micah.

Rev. Dr. Gary Simpson
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State Presidents

Wednesday | July 22, 2026
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Women’s Department
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Women’s Department
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Women’s Department
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Usher Department
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Usher Department
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Usher Department
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The Reverend Dr. T. Ashby Banister III is the son of Deacon Thomas A. Banister, Jr. and the
Reverend Iris J. Banister of Rochester, NY. He is a 1998 graduate of Livingstone College in
Salisbury, NC where he received a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education. After attending the
Divinity School at Duke University, earning a Master of Divinity in 2003, he completed doctoral
studies in ministry at Virginia Union University’s Samuel D. Proctor School of Theology in May
2010. In 2011, Dr. Banister furthered his studies at Oxford University’s prestigious Proclaimer’s
Place Program, an intensive study with some of the brightest minds from around the globe in the
Christian church today. As a result of his participation, he was selected by committee to preach
for the United Kingdom’s first African American Preaching Festival, a celebration designed to
expose Europe to the power andartistry of Black preaching.

Dr. Banister has humbly served the Temple Memorial Baptist Church, one of High Point, North
Carolina’s historic congregations, since 2006.  Prior to this assignment he served as youth pastor
and associate musician at the Union Baptist Church, Durham, NC. Under his supervision and
spiritual guidance there were over 250 youth and twenty-seven volunteers in the youth ministry at
UBC. He simultaneously worked as an adjunct instructor in the Human Sciences Department at
North Carolina Central University where he taught and counseled college students in a variety of
disciplines. 
. 
With an insightful, vision-oriented approach to ministry, and a charismatic leadership style, Dr.
Banister is dedicated to spreading the good news of the Gospel in whatever vineyard he is placed.
He has been faithful to the gospel ministry since 1994, and was ordained by the American Baptist
Churches, Inc. in 2004 at Union Baptist Church, Durham, NC. He also enjoys membership as a
brother of the Eta Rho Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Above all other accomplishments, Dr. Banister is proud to be husband to the Rev. Dr. Tarsha
Wiggins-Banister, and together they are the proud parents of two daughters, DeMaris, age 23,
and DeMia, age 15

Sunday Laymen’s
Preacher

REV. DR. THOMAS
BANNISTER, III 
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Sunday | July 19, 2026

Laymen Service
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Reverend Shavon Arline-Bradley serves as the President and Chief Executive Officer of the
National Council of Negro Women(NCNW), bringing more than two decades of dynamic
leadership and expertise across the fields of healthcare, diversity, equity,inclusion, government
affairs, and executive strategy. With over 21 years of professional experience, Rev. Arline-Bradley
is a respectedvoice at the intersection of public health and social justice.

She is also the Founding Principal and Chief Executive Officer of R.E.A.C.H. BeyondSolutions,
a consulting firm specializing in publichealth, DEI strategy, political and organizational
development, risk management, government relations, and technical assistance.Under her
leadership, the firm has become a trusted resource for institutions and organizations seeking
transformative change rootedin equity and impact.

Rev. Arline-Bradley’s commitment to public service was exemplified during her time in the
Obama Administration, where she served as Senior Advisor and Director of External
Engagement at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for the 19th U.S.Surgeon
General, Dr. Vice Admiral Vivek H. Murthy. Prior to that federal appointment, she held key
leadership roles at the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
headquarters, serving as Executive Vice President of StrategicPlanning and Partnerships and
previously as Chief of Staff.

A proud native of southern New Jersey, Rev. Arline-Bradley holds a Bachelor of Science in
Exercise Science and a Master of PublicHealth from Tulane University in New Orleans,
Louisiana. She earned her Master of Divinity from the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School
ofTheology at Virginia Union University, where she was also ordained as a minister. Her pursuit
of continued professional developmentled her to complete an Executive Certificate in Business
Management from Howard University and an Executive Certificate in Diversityand Inclusion
from Cornell University.

Beyond her professional accomplishments, Rev. Arline-Bradley is deeply grounded in her faith
and family. She is a devoted wife toAndrew Bradley and a loving mother to their two children.
She also enjoys all things sports, music, and traveling—especially to relaxingresort destinations.

Sunday Gala Speaker

REV. SHAVON
ARLINE-BRADLEY
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Monday | July 20, 2026

Evangelism & Mission
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Monday | July 20, 2026

Musical
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Mon. Musical
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Bishop Rudolph W. McKissick, Jr., is Senior Pastor of the Bethel Church, located in Jacksonville,
Florida. Bethel is the oldest existing Baptist church in the state of Florida, founded in 1838.
Under Bishop McKissick’s leadership, the church has experienced exponential growth to over
6,000 active disciples. Bishop McKissick has established himself  not only as a prolific proclaimer
but also as an academician, teaching as an adjunct professor at the Samuel DeWitt Proctor
School of Religion at Virginia Union University. Bishop McKissick is also the author of several
books as well as an accomplished musician with several national, critically acclaimed music
projects. 
Bishop McKissick has been afforded many national platforms for proclamation, among them
being the morning preacher at the prestigious Hampton University Ministers and Musicians
Conference as well as the featured conference preacher in the evening; the conference preacher at
the John Malcus Ellison Convocation at Virginia Union University (Now the John Ellison/Miles
Jones Convocation) and being inducted into the Morehouse School of Religion Board of
Preachers. 
Bishop McKissick also serves on various boards, which include being a board member of the
National Action Network, founded by Rev. Al Sharpton, the Board of Trustees of Florida State
College at Jacksonville and the Advisory Board to the President at Virginia Union University. 
Bishop McKissick holds a bachelor’s degree from Jacksonville University with a double major in
the field of music: one in Opera and the other in Sacred Church Music, with a minor in pipe
organ performance. He holds the Master of Divinity Degree from The 
School of Theology at Virginia Union University, now the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of
Religion at Virginia Union University, and the Doctor of Ministry Degree from the United
Theological Seminary. Bishop McKissick was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree
from both Bethune Cookman University as well as Virginia Union University. He is also a
member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., as well as Sigma Pi Phi Boule (pronounced BOO-
LAY). 
He is married to the former Kimberly Joy Nichols, Executive Pastor of The Bethel Church, and
they are the proud parents of three beautiful children; Jocelyn, Janai (pronounced JANAY) and
Joshua  

Monday Late Night
BISHOP RUDOLPH
MCKISSICK, JR.
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Tuesday | July 21, 2026

Plenary Session
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Youth Night
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Tues Youth Night
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Dr. E. Dewey Smith is the Senior Pastor/Teacher of The House of Hope Atlanta, The House of
Hope Macon, and The House of Hope WestPointe – one church in three locations. A proud
native of Macon, GA, he has been a minister of the gospel for more than 30 years. He
commenced his preaching ministry at age 17 and his pastoral ministry at 19.

Smith is a learned man. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Morehouse College, in
Atlanta, GA; graduated Magna Cum Laude with a Master of Science degree from Amridge
University in Montgomery, AL; and earned his Doctor of Ministry degree from the United
Theological Seminary in Dayton, OH. Additionally, he was inducted into the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Board of Preachers at Morehouse College as a “Distinguished Preacher” and received
the prestigious honor of having his portrait displayed in Morehouse’s International Hall of
Honor.

Pastor E. Dewey Smith has always had a passion to redress those things that plague the
community and burden the people he serves. Throughout his ministry he has been heavily
involved in prison reform, re-entry programs, mental health care, human services and community
development. In 2013, he launched The Tabitha’s House, a non-profit organization that provides
housing, counseling and support to young girls rescued from human trafficking.  Dr. Smith loves
the arts and is professionally involved in music, media, film and television production. His first
solo project,”God Period,” was named one of the top albums of 2021 by Billboard. His first
single, “Your Presence Is A Gift,” scored #1 on the Billboard Gospel Airplay Charts. He is a 2022
Stellar Award winning solo artist, two-time Dove Award nominee, and an American Music
Awards nominee. His sophomore solo album, “Songs Daddy Used To Sing,” will be released Fall
2025, and is a stellar tribute to his deceased father, as well as classic Gospel Music.
Smith is also the Founder/Overseer of the “Ambassadors Assembly,” a network of over 300
pastors and leaders from across the globe. An ecumenical fellowship, Ambassadors Assembly
provides ministry oversight, comprehensive ministry strategies, and parachurch support to
churches and leaders throughout the world.

Dr. Smith is married to the lovely, former Andrea Fambro, his best friend of over 30 years. They
have been blessed with two sons, Kamari Elijah and Kylen Isaiah.

Tuesday Late Night
REV. DR. E. DEWEY

SMITH, JR.
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The Reverend Dr. Gina Marcia Stewart is a pastor, preacher, visionary, builder, mentor, adjunct
professor, and daughter of Christ Missionary Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee. She has led
the congregation of Christ Missionary Baptist Church since March 1995. She is a native
Memphian and "daughter" of CMBC, where she was baptized and mentored for ministry by her
predecessor and former pastor, the Rev. Eddie L Currie. On March 4, 1995, she was elected by
majority vote to serve as the pastor of CMBC. She is the first African American female elected to
serve an established African American Baptist congregation in Memphis and Shelby County. 

Under Dr. Stewart's leadership, CMBC has experienced significant numerical, physical, and
financial growth. The church offers more than fifty ministries that are intended to minister to the
spirit, soul, and body of every person and lead to personal transformation. Dr. Stewart is a 1978
graduate of Memphis Catholic High School. She earned a Bachelor of Business Administration
(BBA) in Marketing in 1982 from the University of Memphis. In 1989, she received a Masters of
Education in Administration and Supervision from Trevecca Nazarene College in Nashville,
Tennessee. She received the Master of Divinity degree from Memphis Theological Seminary in
May 1996. Dr. Stewart also attended the Harvard Divinity School Summer Leadership Institute
for Church-Based Community and Economic Development (2000). She received the Doctor of
Ministry degree from the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) in Atlanta, Georgia, on
May 5, 2007. She is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in African American Preaching at Christian
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Dr. Stewart is the founder of Greater Works Inc., a non-profit organization devoted to
philanthropy and ministry development. She is also a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. She is a former member of the Advisory Board for The African American Pulpit, The
National Civil Rights Museum, and Bread for the World. In September 2015, she released her
first book entitled We've Got Next: HERstory in HIStory. 

Wednesday Gardner
C. Taylor Hour

REV. DR. GINA M.
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Ralph Douglas West is the Pastor and Founder of The Church Without Walls (Brookhollow
Baptist Church, Houston,Texas). He first preached as a sixteen year old in his native Houston.
The Church Without Walls began with 32 members and now embraces thousands of families
meeting each Sunday. Pastor West is affectionately known as Pas.

Pastor West holds a Doctor of Ministry degree from Samford University’s Beeson Divinity
School, Birmingham, AL; a Master of Divinity degree with Biblical Languages from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, TX; anda Bachelor’s Degree in Religion
and Philosophy from Bishop College, Dallas, TX. Pastor West has also completed advanced
studies at Cambridge and Oxford Universities and received an Honorary D.Div. degree from the
Interdenominational Theological Center at Morehouse School of Religion, Atlanta, Georgia and
Paul Quinn College, Dallas, Texas.

Although Pas can boast of a number of degrees, honors and associations, those who sit under his
preaching would most aptly describe his attitude using Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 2:1.

“When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to
you the testimonyabout God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message
and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's
power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.”
—1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Thursday Plenary
REV. DR. RALPH
DOUGLAS WEST
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Congress Classes
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And Arriving Mercy, PNBC!
See you in 2027!

Traveling Grace
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