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Introduction 
 

God be praised for the vision of President David R. Peoples to establish a 

Pastors Mentoring Initiative (PMI) for the Progressive National Baptist 

Convention, Inc. (PNBC).  Dr. Warren H. Stewart, Sr., Senior Pastor of the 

First Institutional Baptist Church, Phoenix, Arizona, and Dr. Jacqueline A. 

Thompson, Senior Pastor of the Allen Temple Baptist Church, Oakland, 

California, and Second Vice President of PNBC, were appointed by President 

Peoples to develop the PNBCPMI, serving as Chair and Vice Chair, 

respectively. 
 

The purpose of the PMI is to create a network of support, mentoring and 

group/resource center for new pastors.  For PMI’s purpose, new pastors are 

defined as pastors serving less than seven (7) years.  However, pastors serving 

more than seven (7) years and less than fifteen (15) years will not be precluded 

from participating as mentees.  The late Dr. Henry H. Mitchell, lauded and 

legendary pastor, theologian and historian of the Black Church in the United 

States of America, taught that it takes a clergyperson, although he or she has 

the title of pastor, up to seven (7) years to really become the pastor in the eyes 

of the majority of his or her congregation. 
 

The Scriptural Foundation for the PMI is built upon the following passages of 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 3:15; Mark 3:13-14; Acts 16:11-15, 40; Romans 16:15; I 

and II Timothy; and Titus. 
 

Components of PMI 
 

1. Mentoring 

2. Educating 

3. Supporting and Networking  
 



 

Structure of PMI 

 

➢ PMI Chair 

➢ PMI Vice Chair 

➢ PMI Regional Mentors – These clergy mentors should have, at least, 15 years of senior/lead pastor and/or 

associate pastor or executive pastor experience.   The Regional Mentors should be recommended by Regional 

Vice Presidents, assisted by State Presidents, and Moderators, as needed. The Regional Mentors ideally should 

be both males and females.  PNBCPMI will recruit past PNBC Presidents to serve as Presidential Mentors in 

each Region, namely, Dr. Carroll A. Baltimore, Eastern Region; Midwest Region, Dr. James C. Perkins; 

Southern Region, Dr. Ralph W. Canty, Sr. and Dr. T. DeWitt Smith, Jr.; Southwest Region, Dr. Major L. 

Jemison and Dr. J. Alfred Smith, Sr.; International Region, (need recommendations). 

 

 

 

Timeline of PMI 

 

➢ November 2022 – First Draft of the PMI Proposal developed by Chair Stewart and Vice Chair Thompson -- 

Done 

➢ December 2022 – First and Second Drafts of the PMI Proposal presented President Peoples for review and 

revisions -- Done 

➢ January 2023 – Introduction of PMI Proposal to PNBC in-person and virtually during PNBC Mid-Winter 

Board Meeting, with input from attendees -- Done 

➢ January-February 2023 – Recruitment of PMI Regional Mentors, with virtual meeting/training -- Doing 

➢ March-April 2023 – Recruiting Mentees from all PNBC Regions – Doing 

➢ March 2023 – Add a Covenant for Pastoral Mentors and Mentees – Done 

➢ March 2023 – Incorporating suggestions from the PNBC Mid-Winter Board Meeting into the PNBCPMI 

Third Draft – Doing 

➢ May-June 2023 – Incorporating PNBCPMI into PNBC Compelling Preaching Initiative per President People, 

Second Vice President Thompson, and Pastors & Ministers Division Chair Gary V. Simpson -- Doing 

➢ May 2023 – First National PNBCPMI Gathering via zoom – Will Take Place in the 62nd Annual Session in 

August 2023 

➢ June 2023 – First Regional PNBCPMI Gatherings via zoom – Will Need to be Rescheduled after August 2023 

➢ August 2023 – First In-person and Virtual PNBCPMI Gathering during the PNBC Annual Session – President 

Peoples has given PNBCPMI, Tuesday, August 8th, 4:00-5:00 p.m., to update delegates on our progress. 

 

 


