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President People, PNBC PMI Vice-Chair Thompson, PNBC Mentors and
Mentors, and PNBC,

This is the Pastors Mentoring Initiative 64" Annual Session Report. Please
excuse my absence as I recently retired from serving as the Senior Pastor of the
First Institutional Baptist Church in Phoenix, Arizona, after 48 years—July 1,
1977-June 30, 2025. In preparing for the retirement vacation of my wife, Dr.
Karen E. Stewart, and me, I mixed up our travel dates and did not include the
64" Annual Session of our beloved convention. Lord, help! President Peoples
and Second Vice President Thompson have graciously forgiven me for that
oversight due to my excitement about retiring.

Thank you, Second Vice President Thompson for presiding and moderating
today’s PNBC Pastors Mentoring Initiative Panel.

In our August 7, 2024, PNBC PMI Update, four (4) mentees and five (5)
mentors were identified:

+Mentee — Pastor John H. Talley III paired with Mentor, Pastor Warren H.
Stewart, Sr. (Southwest Region) Mentee-Mentor Relationship Active

+Mentee — Pastor Thaddeus Davis, Jr. paired with Mentors, Pastor Marty L.
Henderson and Pastor Louis B. Jones II (Southern Region) Mentee-Mentor
Relationship Active

+Mentee — Pastor Christopher D. Walton paired with Mentor, Pastor T. DeWitt
Smith, Jr. (Southern Region) No update on this Mentee-Mentor Relationship
+Mentee — Pastor Gregory Ross paired with Mentor, Pastor Clifton Caldwell
(Midwest Region) Mentor has reached out to the Mentee. However, currently,
this Mentee-Mentor Relationship is inactive.

+Mentee — Pastor Lauren M. Covington paired with Mentor, Pastor Louis B.
Jones II (Eastern Region) Mentee-Mentor Relationship Active

+Pastor Ronald C. Hemphill, Jr. of the Southwest Region could not attend our
meeting. However, he informed me via email that he desires to be both a
mentee and mentor.

+We have two (2) other mentee-mentor relationships in the Eastern Region that
are pending.
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Overall, as of July 21, 2025, we have twenty-one (21) Mentors and five (5) Mentees.

We are enthused that we are presenting today, July 21, 2025, two relevant subject matters: (1) “What
Makes Effective Pastoral Mentoring?”, with panelists—Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr., Dr. Alexis Brinkley, Dr.
Micah R. Gaines and Dr. Robyn Moore, and (2) “Preparing for Successful Pastoral Retirement,” led by
Dr. C.B. Akins, Sr.

We still hope to produce a PNBC PMI Webinar with Senior/Lead Pastors from across the nation to
discuss pastoring and mentoring that will be virtual. In addition, our goal is to interact with the
constituents of PNBC on a more frequent basis beginning in September 2025.

Dr. Peoples, thank you for entrusting me with the leadership of the PNBC Pastors Mentoring Initiative.
Dr. Thompson, thank you for serving alongside me as the Vice Chair of this initiative in light of your
other responsibilities as Second Vice President of PNBC. Much obliged to our PMI mentors and mentees
for your faithfulness. Thank you for all who are attending today’s PMI session.

Keep the faith and be encouraged!

Warren H. Stewart, Sr., Chair, PNBC PMI and Senior Pastor Emeritus
First Institutional Baptist Church, Phoenix, Arizona



